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The young of brown bears Ursus arctos Linneaus, 1758 are sometimes orphaned
and found by humans. People and authorities often want to help these young survive
by taking them into captivity. We report on the fate of five young-of-the-year brown
bears in two litters that lost their mothers in May and September. We left food for
one of the two cubs that were abandoned in May after the other one had died. He
was shot four years later and had a normal weight at that time. The other three lost
their mother in September, probably to illegal hunting. One was lighter than normal
the following May and died that year. The two others are still alive at almost six
years of age, and have shown normal growth and reproduction. We conclude that
young-of-the-year brown bear cubs in Scandinavia can survive well on their own from
the beginning of July, and recommend that they be left where they are found.
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Introduction

In many countries, female brown bears Ursus arctos Linneaus, 1758 are
protected from hunting while accompanied by dependent young. However,
occasionally females are killed while with young. An often emotional question
frequently arises about the fate of orphaned young-of-the-year; should they be left
to themselves or should they be taken into captivity?

This question has been studied in detail in the American black bear Ursus
americanus Pallas, 1780, with the conclusion that orphaned young can survive on
their own, even from as early as five months of age (Erickson 1959, Payne 1975,
Alt and Beecham 1984). However, black bears usually separate from their mothers
in the spring as yearlings (Rogers 1987). The period of maternal care is often
longer in brown bears; the young leave at ages varying from one to four years
(Camarra 1989, McLellan 1994), which suggests that brown bear cubs may need
their mothers for a longer time than black bear cubs.
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